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*M7 article' arrived, as tncy were considered the
harbingers of returning peace and prosperity; still
gome dissatisfaction was evinced when It was ascertainedthat in training them the Commissioners bad
disregarded the instructions which had required
them 10 consult the French Court. The secret article.tucexistence of whicn had been concealed
from Vergennes.caused Congress considerable embarrassment;but a motion to cen-ure the Commissionerstailed to pass. The treaty on the whole,
however, was mute satisfactory.
The provisional articles were ratnied by ihe respectivegovernments within the specified time,

and iu April, 1783, the British Ministry appointed
David Haruey to conclude with the American Commissionersa detinue Treaty ot Peace. But artei
several months were spent In discussing the varlom
preliminary articles they were unable to agree ot

any alterations; und so on September 3, I7s8, ttu

provisional articles were adopted and signed at Parh
as a aeliulie Treaty of Peace by Davul Hartley on be

had of Ureal Britain, and by Benjamin Franklin
John Adams and John Jav for tUc United States.
jay's tkbatv op commerce, navigation, bott.sdaby,etc..1704.

Alter me icrimiiuuuu ui iud uciuiUNw»«>rf

struggle it waa noon discovered that mere were

munv points ol difference between tlie United States

nd Ureut Britain that were either not provided
lor by the Treaty ol Peace of 1783. or were so imperfectlytreated in that agreement as to seriously
jeopardize the harmony exisilng between the twe

countries. The most Importaut omission was thai

of some arrangement for the regulation of inter

natlonul commerce. In 1783 Mr. Pitt introduced t

/bill Into Parliament for the temporary regulation o

commercial intercourse between the two countries
Which, among other stipulations, proposed to admll
.American vessels into West Indian ports with goods
or merchandise of American growth or production,
»nd to permit the people or the IVost Indies to exportgoods to the United .states, lint this olll was

violently opposed by the British sltipmiig interest,
und conseque itly tailed to become a law. Soon

§itor this orders in Council were issued entirely
xcludlng American vessels from the British West

{Indies, and prohibiting some of ilie maple productionsof America Iroui entering those colonies even
In British vessels.
i jonn Adams, who was then American Minister in
Loudon, proposed in 17H5 to place the navigation
buq trade between the British possessions and the
(Lulled States on a basis of perfect and liberal reciprocity,but the proposition was rejected and Mr.
Udatns was given to understand mat none of a

like nature could be entertained, lie i hereupon recommendedcongress to pass navigation laws for
the benefit ol American commerce, but under the
articles of confederation it was not clear that it

possessed sumcient power. When, however, the
federal constitution was adopted and the revenue
laws came into operation Great Urn.mi considered
It unwise to retu'-e to a unitou country tne reciprocalpolicy winch it nad declined to extend to
(thirteen separate Mates. Parliament, therefore,
appointed a committee to consider and report what
Were tue proposals of a commercial nature that

... .... .. ,|,o |-..lru.l Mutoj .ml
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Ihe report wiuoh was drawn up and presented by
l.urd Liverpool in I70i proposed to usk the consent
01 the United States to an arrangement similar to
mat proposed by Mr. Adams six years betore.

Tiie relations between the two countries from
17'J1 to 17D4 were not very harmonious, in consequenceof Britain declining to surruuder the
Western foris, which the United Mines maiutaiued
Were held in opposition to the provisions 01 the
{Treaty ol 1783, and in the inciting bv Ornish
emissaries of hostile Indians against the Americans;as well us, In consequence of Ureal Itritaiu
becoming involved wtih France and Holland, the
Issuing of orders in Council which were extremely
injurious to American commerce, as they led to the
capture and condemnation ot nnmeroua vesaeli
upon lalse and trivolous pretensions; to the impress
ment oi seamen Ironi on noard Ainenoau vesseb
ana to the exclusion o! American shipping iron:
trading to the British West indies, ineso acli
Created much bitter feeling m ilie United statei
against (ireut Itritaiu, ami In Hie spring or i7tu i

Prar between tue two countries seemed Inevitable
o avert such a calamity John Jav, ou Hie nominationof Wusuington. was sent us a special envoy to

Ungland to settle uh matters in (iis|nite, lie wai
induced to sign a ireaiy winch was Ueiective It
ome uolnts and objectionable In others, hui wliicl
was the best that coiild'then be obtained.
This treaty, signed at Loudon bv Urenvllle and

Jay, on tue lot it of November. 1731, cousisteu oi
twenty-eight articles. Tuellrsi ten, wiiictt were declaredto ne perpetual, provided lor constituent
tnree Hoards of Commissioners.one to determine
the Eastern boundary ol the United Mutes, bv dxinj
on ihc river intended by the treaty or peace as tin
St. Croix; another to ascertain tue amount ol losset
experienced by Uritish subiects in consequence o
legal impediments to the recovery ot Hrtttsh nntl

was 10 bo paid by the government 01 ttie Unite*
BUites; ami a nurd 10 estimate tue losses sustains
by Amerlcau citizens In cou-eqaeuce ot lrregula
and illegal captures by British cruisers, lor wiiic
tuere existed no adequate remedy iu suits at lan
tnese losses 10 be paid by the Urilisn governineti!
In consideration ol tue arrangement or Hie questlu
i>I British debts tlie Wosiern posts were to be sui
rendered on the lstot .lime, l"ai, the men rcsidetn
In the neighborhood to liavo Hie option of reiuoviu
or becoming American citizens, 'po give both m
lions an equal cuauceoi Hie Indian iratlin there \vi
to be a reciprocity ol inland trade and Intercom?
between I lie North American territories ol it
two nations. including toe navigation ot tti
Mississippi.the British also to be adutltu
Into all American liarnors, wltn tbe right to ascen
oil rivers io ilie highest port ot entry. But nil
reciprocity did not extend 10 tlie territory or lii<
Hudson Bay Company nor t» the admission t
American vessels into Hie Unroots ol tl:
British North American colonies, nor to tti
navigation ol the rivers of ihc.su coiomes below tti
highest port of entry. No objection ol a lieuage wd
to interiere with tne possession ot laud within in
dominions ot either power by subjects or citizens
Hie oilier, as existing at tne Unicoi tUe treaty, uc
with its regular descent, nor in me event of an
war or rupture was there to be any confiscation o
either party <>l debts or ol pnuUc or private stocK
due to or held oy the citizens or subjects of tn
other.
The other eighteen articles were In the nature c

a treat v of commerce and navigation, and wer
limited to iwo rears utter the termination of ta
then existing European war. They provided for tin
admission of American vessels into British ports n
Europe ami the East Indies on terms of equalit:
Willi British vessels but there were no .stipulation
with regard to a participation in the East lndtai
coasting trade or in the trade betweei
Europe and the British East Indies; aisi
lor the reservation to the British of the right to meet
by countervailing enactments, the dlscnminatloi
in American tonnage ana import duties; tor tin
privilege 01 American vessels not exceeding seventj
ton- in burden to trade to the Britlsn West Indies,
but they were not to transport iroin America tc
Europe any ol the principal colonial products; am
lor British vessels wan cargoes to be admitted lull
American ports under existing (ilscriuilnatlni
duties and on the terms of tne up.sr favored nations
It was also stipulated tuat privateers were to bi
placed under bonds as security for any damage;
tney iitum commit against neutrals, and to be sub
ject to certain defined regulations with regard ti
tne condemnation ot prizes, cotitr.io.ind articles
equipment, Ac.; and tnai provisions and otne
articles not usually coniraoand. but becoming si
under peculiar circum.-iauccs, if seized were not ti
be confiscated, but paid lor at their lull value; am
that no vessel attempting to enter a blockade*
port was to oe captured unless she had first beei
notified and turned nwav. Neither uaHou was t*
permit enlistments within Its territory by any titir
ualioii hi war with the other; uor were the citizen
or subj'-ets 01 eitlter to accept commissions ironi c
eniim in in, service or such third nation, disregard
lug winch they would be treated as pirates, snip
of war auu privateers of the two countries are to I
mutually admitted and hospitably received t
ear,it other's ports, and, with tlieir prize
to be free from search, seizure or jurisilictlo
J'rlvateer* of nations at war with eltiu
were neither to be armed nor allowed to sell the
prizes lu the (ions oi lite other, JM
to purchase more provisions than were necessai
to carry them to the nearest port of the
own nation. No shelter was to be iriveu to ariuc
vessels of auv third nation which had captured ve

sels which had belonged to either country unte*
forced in by stress ol weather, in whicn case th<
must depart as soon as possible; but neither ti
nor any other article was to Interfere witn the o

ligation of pre-existing treaties. Neither nation w
to allow vessel* or irooda of the o'her to be ca
lured in any or its bay*, ports or rivets, or witu
oannon shot of its coast, in case of war tne ci
zens or subjects of either nation resident, in t
lerritories of the other were to be allowed to retna
and continue their calling so long as thev beiiav
peaceably, but to be subject to be ordered off
case of suspicion, on twelve mouths' nonce,
without any notice If detected in violation ot t
laws. No reprisals were to be ordeied by elii
party till saiLsiactioo na<i nrm uecn uc-mauuci. r

gitives .roui justice charged wuu murder or forge
were to be mutually surrendered.

lliougli the treaty |irovuied for the collection
debts contracted before the llevolunun ati<i due
ttie muted Steves to British creditors, it urn not
iieiunuy Americans lor n..ves carried sway oy (

British at me close of the Revolution and sold
tiie West Indies, which was uae of 4he grievam
claimed against (treat Britain.
The news of the conclusion ol tne treaty resell

tne United States be:ore tne termination of
dosing session or ine i iird Congress; out
treaty itself uid not arrive .ill tne session had ten
nated. A special session ol tne senate was the
lore called 07 Washington to take it into couside
tion, and after a lorinigiu's debate 111 secret sessi
tne treat* was ratlhed (June J4, 179>) by a vote

twenty to ten.precisely a constitutional inajoritj
tnat article exce-ited wtucn related to the tt
India trade, as it imposed upon tne national cc
mere® a sacrifice which tne rtcuate was unwilling
sanction. It is curious to note tbat among me p
dues wlnoti tins article forbade American vess
transporting to Enrope wis cotton, neither L<

r n in.- ....r nr. jav being aw.ire that It had th
become an article of expectation trom the Houttic
Stales. Wnen tae text of the treaty became knot
there was mucn tpposition exhibited towards It
Boston, Sew Tork and other cities, and an cfT
w .s made to induce tne President to withhold
signal are to it, out without avail.

ADDITION Al. AND RXPl.AMAToRT ARTICt.KS.
An additional snide u, ut. 1 ay's treaty of c0

OMUuercs wae concluded at l-huadetptua ou May

kkw tok
iTuo, bdtweea Phlneas Bond, on batiaif or Oreat
Britain, and Tlraothv Pickering lor Uie Uniietl
States, t)T wniob tiie onoration of ho much or tha
objectionable article (twelfth) m Uie original treaty
as referred 10 itie regulation of the West India trade
watt suspended, and an explanatory article wan
agreed upon having reference to the third article of
tiio treaty regulating commercial intercourse betweenthe tw<> parties on Uie Coutlueiu of America.

Atiuttier explanatory article, m<mo<t tu Lonuon.
March 16, 1798, by Lord (Irent lie and Mr. Kulua
Kimr. was to form part or the original treaty and u>
release the commissioner* from designating the
latitude and .oiigitu le ot the source of tue river
linen'le I by me St. Croix.
convention u'Aymknt ok pkivatr pruts, etc. i ok

1802.
DltUculties liuvtng arisen in the execution or the

sixth article of the Treaty ot Amity (I7»4i, by winch
the United Wales was to make compensation to
British cieditors lor losses occasioned by legal tin-
pediments to the collection 01 dents contracted i»elorcthe peace, u convention was agreed upon on
luuuarv s, ltni'i, at London, the negotiators being
I.orn llawkesiiury, on the part of Ureal Britain, and
Mr. Ku.us King on iliatot the United states,

in accordance with this convention a por Ion of
the said sixth article was annulled and the United
Mates agreed to pay to Ureal Britain Sor the use of

j the poisons dosenbeu In the said article the suin ol
.cti.io.oou sterling, in three annual instalments oi
x'.'oo.oo) each. The fourth article ot the Treaty oi
I'euca ol I78t, relative to private deots was also
recognized and couiiruicd, aud uommtsslouers were
to proceed tu ihe execution ot the duties assigned
them bv tho seventh article of the treaty of 7v»4 ami
uncertain the amouut due by the Brltis.i government
as compensation to American citlBens lor literal cuetureoi tuetr vessels by Hritlsli subjects.
When tttese Commissioners closed ttielr labors, (u

r lso3, ihe.v nad awarded to American mcrctiaius
about six millions of dollars, all of waicti was duly
paid ny (he British government. Deducting lioiu

l this the amount at which the British deb s were
liquidated, also some small awards id British claimIHuts for enpturos made l>y French privateeis 111
American waters, and there still remained a baiIaace oi upwards or three minion dollars socured to

(' the country by Jay's treaty; to which uugut be
uddeil oilier larger sains recovered in the Brit.ah
courts by wav oi damaires lor illegal captures, also
the restoration of many captured vessels and car-

goes bj the British Admiralty Court of Appeals.
THH WAR OK 1812. 1

The war which prose out anew In Europe In 18J5 ]
renewed all the sources of grievance winch America
hud hud against England. Tnc lulier Power put J
again m lull force her "Orders in council'" ex-
chiding American commerce Jealously even
lrom her own East and West Indian
possessions, seeking by every means to cripple our
trude. Congress retaliated by passing a law tor-
bidding the Importation ol certain goods irom
Great Britain or her dependencies, but its opoiattouwas postponed owing to Lhe opening or
negotiations lor a treaty of commerce between the
United States and England. Monroe and Pinkney
were appointed Commissioners to treat, out were
unubic to obtain the redress of the grievances
oi which Amerloa complained. The treaty which
i hey had negotiated was rejected bv Jefferson and
Madison without having been presented to Congress.
Depending upon the superiority of her naval

power England, so rar back as X7'.»3, had issuod
"Orders In Council," wblcn were In effect a pro-
lubitlon addressed to neutral nutions, forolduiug
them to trade with countries who were momentarily
her enemies. Nor was this tyrannous action con-
lined to mere declarations, hue the aii-powerlul navy
oi Great .Britain, controlling the avenues 01
commerce,' indicted most considerable damage
on the mercantile navy of suun nations as
refused to acknowleugo me binding foroo
01 the British decree. Among those free peonies
who protested unceasingly against this unlawful
Assumption of power, our own country, though at
tliut time little more than a struggling colony, was
markedly conspicuous. Hut Briusn arrogance ami
power paid little need to tne protests or complaints
ol our lathers, and Instead of respecting

THE FREEDOM OF OUlt Hi.Ad.
English commanders seetnou to grow more aggressivelu face of the representations addressed

to Uicin. To add to ftho bitterness and Injustice of
the prohibitory decrees affecting our commerce
ilie English recruiting officers had not scrupled

. to violate the rights ot American seamen,
t and under the Impressment act to seize men who
i wore eiuzeus of a nee country aud force tnem to
i serve 011 board BrtUsli ships. The continual recur<rence ot these outrages kept alive the oiu leeiing of
t bitter hostility which Imd sprung up Ui the Revolutionarytimes, but tne men at the head or the

government, leellng how dangerous a conflict with
such a powerful nation as England was then, preferired 10 suffer ranter than to risk the danger of an un1successful war. The country bad not yet been con1solidated, and there was still a lingering tory party,
which leaned strongly towards England. Trusting
to lier own strength, and principally to our own
divisions, even as she does now, England proceeded

. lrom one act of wrong to another, until
r THE PATIENCE OP THE AMERICAN PEOPLE
i was completely exhausted. In spite ol the con.tinued protest of the American government the ini|pressraeut of American sailors into the Englisn
t navy continued until In June, 18UT, when the return
f of the numbers knowu to be torcloly detained under

tne British tlag amounted to the enormous tlgure ot
3,292, in addition to some 9:10 who had been forced

1 into service, out liberated on llio representation or
1 tne American government. It certainly appoars nsrtouishiug that an independent nation could so long
U have suomitted to outrages widen deprived their
r citizens not aionc of their property but even of their
t' lives aud liberty. No doubt the traditions of the
ii patience we theu exhibited has influenced England
r- in all succeeding disputes with us. The culminating
i9 point 01 British lnsoleuoe was reached 011 the

cist of June, 1807, when the American frigate-otA_war Chesapeake sailed out of the Hampton Roads
19 on nor wa? to join the American squadron in the
te Mediterranean. When a lew miles irom port she
ie fell in with a portion or the British fleet, which was
,e hovering off the coast exercising the right or search
nj ana tearing Am rican sailors from under the pro.1iikti i»r rn.oir tl nf with ininnnirv. Kul unto Miit
g momeut Hie sovereignty of the nation had never
u had never oeeu attacked ilirougii insult oirered to
it the national murine. I lie Chesapeake sailed out on

[0 A MISSION OF PEACE,
e un prepared lor attack or derence. When
ie auout eight miles Iroin land she was hailed
is by (he British frigate beopard and a detnaaa
e made on her captulu to surrender some
if men or the crew, ihc demand wan promptly
>r reiused, nut owinir to Home want 01 energy
y and discipline the snip's batteries could not be got
v into lighting order, The lirltish ship poured in
s broadside atfer broadside into the helpless American
e ingate. One shot to save the honor of the flag was

tired and the Stars and Stripes were hauled
if down. Tdeu occurred a scone which is
e without parallel in the history of this
e country. The captain announced that he
b surrendered nis snip; but the haughty captors
a lniormea linn that they simply eaine to seize some
Y oi the crew, wuom they claimed were lirttish subsJoets. Four meu were carried off by those Kuglish
i pirates, and one of ihciu was aiterwards shot as a
\ deserter, l ull of sorrow and indignation the crew
j ol tue Chesapeake returned to port, and

, I'lIK NEWS OF THE OUTRAUK
i spread like wildfire. The llres ol public indignation,
; wiiiou had M*n smouldering, burst loriu witti
r alarming tury. From every point of the conntry

came appeals and petitions to the President aud
i Congress mat tney would t nte immediate stems to
1 avenge the outraged lienor ol the country. Kngiland, like a cowardly buily, was affrighted by the in5tenstiy ot the auger winch he. acts called forth,

and Canning prouiptly apologized for the insult
winch had been offered lo the American people.

S liut his proicsiauons or sorrow were insincere, and
acts ()r violence OH pan Ol Uriilsli oilicers cumjminding in the American seas soon became as inen,ucnig and instiitlug as ever. The excitement,

r winch had begun to cool down, was renewed by the
j AITACK OP THE HltlllSII F 1(1(1 ATK MKLAMI'US
j on tne Three Hrotneis in Chesapeake Hay. The
] snip was close to Cape Henry when hailed ny the
l Knglish snip, and, conilnuing her course, was tired
a upon and then boarded. Four men were ihen car0ried oil into captivity. Outrages of this nature condtinned lo excite rne American people, and the
s government not feeling strong enough to
>r protect their citizens in Uioir foreign
l- ventures while their ships were being pteyed
s upoo by tne navies of two of tne greatest Powers
>e m the world.lor France also was engaged in the
a work of comiscatlon.resolved to lay an embargo
s, on American slnppiug. The result did not meet
a. their expectations, us the merchants were dlscou?rtenied to have their ships lata up and their buslirucss brougnt, to a standstill, it was teit that,
jr H war could only be avoided on these terms,
y it was belter to light. Already America
>ir was suffering all the evils consequent on war while
1 In a state of nroiound peace. While things
s- wore In this critical position Jefferson reistired from the conduct of public affjlrs and James
bv Mai11-on was elected President. Ue renewed the
us protests and remount ranees which had been adb-dressed to tbe lirltish government, but possibly
as owing 10 a belief mat the American people would
p. suffer any injustice rather tuan tight, bis
in representations went unheeded, ihe demand for
ii- tue repeal of tne obnoxious "orders In Council"
he were evaded by quibbliiigs or me most un"inWfirlhv kind. lr wftll tint ultm.inio.l t,v

e<l tAein by any other rule than Kugllsn In;iiteresr, ami thoir maintenance was nanni on
or expediency. Hie reasons put forward lor
,ne maintaining tnem were notoriously hollow anil
ier lusinoeie. It connl not tie with the al:n or crip,
u- pliug the trench, a* it was well known that anp.

iry plies ol all kinds were freely lurnlshed to Franc
from tne Hritton porta with the contuvanoe of me

of Knglisli government. fcagiaud wanted lo secure
in her commercial as well as iter naval supremacy
In- aiul tor that reason
;he FRKYKD I'PON TflR AM KKICAV TKADRItS
to to ports in friendship with France at tue same time

Ces that her own merchants were largely engaged in
furnishing supplies to this satne enemy,

icd Ai leugin the patience 01 uns country was exilichau*t 0, and the President addressed a coufldential
die message lo the Senate and House of Kcpresemain-lives, in wnlcli be reviewed the causes of
re- quarrel with Ureal Kruaiu in an aole and exra-t.iustive, nut temperate manner. In it ne declared
tun again-i tlie right of search, "as unserving enormity
of wnlcli Ureal Itritain would best prompt to avenge
f. if connnitied against liersed, the Lulled states have
est in vain exhausted remonstrances and expostulain-lions: and thai no proofs might bo wauling of ineir
to conciliatory dispositions, and no pretext odercd lor

ro- the coutinuauce of the practice of the right of
els acarcn, the British government was loriualiy
>rd assured of the readiness of the United States
en to enter arrangements such as could not oe reirnJeeted If the recovery of British subjects were the
rn real and sole object. The couimuulcatlou passed
in without effect."
urt Paaaing on he reviews the ottirages committed on
lila our mercantile navy, tne disastrous results of pretendedblockades, widen were in reality

but a shallow excuse for piracy against
m- our commerce, the contempt of Kngiaod tor the
4, rights of neutrals. and suuis up the picture of

JC HEKAlii), TUESDAY,. F!
wronirs goffered by our eountry in those remarkablewords which most fittingly descnoe the latter
action of England during our cirll war, and prove
bow tenaciously she clmga to her

TKAIMTIOBS OK VIOI-KNCB AM) HKI.H8IINBSS
when she can do go without danger.
We heboid. In line, on the aide of Great Britain a atate of

war again*! the Unite I Status, and on the aide of tne United
State* a atate o! pe ire towards (ireat Britain.
Whether the United States abail continue passive

under theae procresstvs uaurnottona and their accumulatingwrongs, or, oppoalng force to foroe,
10 defence of their national rights shall c unmlt a juat cuisa
Into the handi of the Almighty Disposer of events, avoiding
all conn<-uilons which might entangle it in the contest or
views of other Powers, and preserving a constant
readiness to concur In an honorable re-eatubllshmen!of nonce and friendship, la a solemn
question which the constitution wisely confides to the legls-Istive department ol government. In recommending It lo
their eany lelibcralion I am happy in the assurance that the
decision will lie worthy th» enlightened and patriotic councl.sof a virtuous, tree au powerful uatlon. i

l'nese noble word < were but the ecbo or the popu-
lar tuoiifitt, and alter mature consideration and lull
discussion au act declaring war against England was
presented on the fttli of June, 1812, from the House
of Representatives to the Senate asiclag its concur- J
rence. Ou iu >11011 It was twioo read, unanimously
received and referred to the committee appointed
to confer nn.l report upon the President's Message J

of tne 1st or Jane. The Htth of the same month ibe \
act declaring war against England received ibe gig11u are of President Madison, and In a few days tne :
Mintna wnro ormisoil to nairiotic enlliusiasm bv the 1

Pie Merit's proclamation announcing that a tree 1

people li id resolved to draw tho sword to avenue J
insults which tuey nad too iong and too oatiently
borne.
MY tub PllKStDRNT ok TIIR U.MTill STATES OF amebioa-AProclamation.
When-as the Connrssi or the United States, by virtue of

tlin authority veiled In them, have declare 1 lijr their not,
hearing date the lath of the present month, that war exmm
between the United Kingdom 01' llreat Britain antl Ireland
and the depttuacncleH tlieieof and the Lotted Slates of
America and their territories.
Now, therefore, I. Jumee M udiaon, President of the United

Stales nt America, do heresy proclaim the nunc to all whom
It may concern and I do specially enjoin all persons holding
oillcee, civil or military, under the authority of the United
States that they he vl jilnnt nn l zealoue In discharging the
duties respectively Incident therereto; and I do, moreover,
exhort all the good people of the United States, as they lore
their country, as they value the predion* heritage derived
from tho virtue aud valor ol their lathers, aa they feel ttie
wrongs which have forced on tlieiu the last resort ol
injured nations, and as they consult the best
neans under the blesilug or Divine Providence
>r abridging its calamities, ttut they exert themselves lu
ureaervlng order, in promoting concord. In maintaining the
minority and the eillcaov of the laws, and in upporlisit: and
invigorating all Ihu measure* which may be adopted by the
Mnmiluted authorities fur obtaining a speedy, a just and an
tionoraoie poace.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and

caused the seal of the United stale* to be aillxed to these presents.
Done at the city of Washington the 19th day of June, 1B12,

and of the Independence of the Uuttod States the thirtysixth.JAMhiS MADISON.
By the President:

J am eh Monkor, Secretary of State.
We need not outer tutu details or ttie struggle

wlucii en<le<l m gloriously for LHe American arms,
aud was closed in 1S14 by

THK TKHATY OP GHENT.
For more than a year before the close of tills war

efforts wore made to bring about a poace. On January1, 1814, the British sohooner Bramble arrived at
AuuapoUs, Md. bearlug a flag or truce uud a propositionfor peace and on the nth of that mouth the
President informed Congress of the same. The
overtures were promptly met in a conciliatory
spirit by our government, and Commissioners nppomtouto negotiate a treaty. The United States
appointed John (jitney Adams, James A. Bayard,
lienrv Clay, Jonathan Bussell uud Albert Gallatin.
The British Commissioners were Admiral l.ord camblcr,Henry Ooutburn and William Adams. The
American commissioners proceeded to London,
wucre they were annoyed by being treated with
uegiect and by a want 01 promptitude on the part
of the British government. The business was
consequently postponed lor sevorai months, when it
was agreed that the Joint Commission should meet
at Uhcnt, in lieigium, in the month of August, lsl4,
'Their uegottatlous in that city resulted in a treaty,
WHICH nui uecuiuoer is, uuu niuuu uuu-
sl.sted or eleven article*, nna wits ratified by hnglaudbefore it was despatched to the Luted States.
It arrived at New York on February 11, 1815 (more
lliau a mouth alter me battle ol New Orleans, which
was fought attor the settlement of peace), and was
unanimously ratitled by the Senate, and formally
promulgated on February 17. The treaty provided
tor the mutual restoration or all conquered territory,
and tor the appointment ol three commissions.one
to settle tnc title of the islands of Pussaruaquoddy
and Urand Menan, in the bay of MOidy; another to
murk out the northeastern boundary as lar as tho
Si. Lawrence, and the third to rmi the line tnrough
the St. Lawrence and the lakes to the Lake of the
Woods. In case of disagreement In either commissionthe point in dispute was to be referred to somo
lrienuly Power. No provision was made as to tho
bouudary west of ilio Lake of the Woods, nor
as to the fishery on tne shores of British America.The British Commissioners refused to ucoept,
in retnru for this right of fishing, a modified
renewal or the article for the navigation of tne Mississippi,whlcn, in inetr view, wac atso terminated
by tne war. The result, therefore, was that, in- ,

stead or leaving the parties where they began, the
war took away irom Ureat Britain a nominal right,
never used, of navigating the Mississippi, and from
tho New Kngland fishermen a valuable right,
hitherto used trom the earliest times, of catching
and curing fisti on the shores ot the Cult of St.
Lawrence.
Of the whole question of Impressment and neutral

rights, the sole ostensible occasion of tne war, uot, a
word was said. The British Commissioners bad dosiredtuat each party should retain what he held at
the signing of tho treaty, and that their Indian
allies should bo allowed a permanent neutral territory,with a prohibition lo the United States to establishfortresses or keep ships on tne great takes;
but tncy were unable tomet any of these stipulations
Introduced luto itie treaty.

COMMERCIAL CONVENTION-1816.
In the summer of 1815, while Messrs. John Qutncy

Adams, Henry clay and Albert Callatin remained in
Kurepe, they negotiated a convention of commerce
nnd navigation, which was signed at London on
July a, 1815, the British commissioners being FrederickJoiiu Robinson, Vice president ol tlie Cojnmlttecof Privy Council lor Trade and Plantations;
Henry Oouiburn, Under Secretary of Slate, and
William Adams, D. C. L. It was ratified by tlie
Prince Regent on July 31 aud by the United States
Senate on December 22 following.

Tills convention comprised live articles and was
to be binding lor four years, but was subsequently,
by the fourth article or the Convention ol London or
October 20, I818, continued for ten years. Itestablisnedreciprocal liberty of commerce between tlie
territories of the United States and Britisli territoriesIn EuroDe and complete protection to commerce.subject to the laws of encli country; prohibitedthe levying of higher or other duties 011 the
importation or exportation of productions, 4c., of
each country than on those or other
foreign countries; decided that prohibitions
on the importations or exportatlons of either
country were to exieud equally to those or all other
nations; thai there should be an equality of duties
on American and British vessels, and of duties
bounties and drawbacks on tne productions. Ac., of
each country, wnether imported in American or
British vessels, but mat intercourse with the British
West Indies and North American Continent should
not oe affected by such regulations. (trade was not
thoroughly opened with the British West Indies till
the year 1831, when oreat Britain reiaxud Us prohibitiveposition, and an amicable arrangement lor
such trade was entered Into ov Mr. MoLane, our
Minister at Loudon, and Lord Aberdeen.) The conventionpermitted the United states to trade direct
with the Last indies under cerium regulations, but
subject to certain promoltions in time ot war, and
estublishe 1 regulations with regard to the consuls or
each party resident in the dominions of the other.
Upon tac exchange ot ratifications la Washington

the 'intisti Charge d'Aifaires at Washington made a
declaration, withdrawing the permission grained 111
tne convention lor. American vessels culling ut .St.
Helena, 111 consequence of its being decided upon
since the sigulng 01 the treaty as the residence ol
Napoleon; but this restriction was withdrawn on
July no, 1821, alter the death of the ex-Emperor.
CONVENTION KKUULATINQ VESSELS OF WAlt ON TIIK

LAKES.U17.
In April, 1817, a convention was entered into

between lUeuard Rush, acting as Secretary of tne
Department 01 state, on behalf of the united States,
and Charles Bagot, the British Minister at Washington,lor the regulation of the naval lorce
on the lakes. 1'his arrangement, which was proclaimedby the President on April 20, isis, restricted
eacn nation to maintain one vessel on Lake Ontario,
two Vessels on tlio Upper Laxes and neon Lake
CUainpluin, eacn not exceeding one hundred ions
burden, and armed witn one lo-pouud cannon. All
other vessels were to be dismantled, and six
months' nonce required if eitner party desired to
anoul the agreemeut. The convention was terminatedby a notice irout our government.
CONVENTION.FISHERIES, BOUNDARIES, ETC..1818.
Tne ratture of tne Treaty of Ghent to restore 10

American fishermen the right of catching Ash In
British waters, tas accorded to them by the Treaty or
178J, was a source of great comptalut 111 New lingl.n/lVn.rnt > r If ktia WBl'P Pf1tAr»>li llltl) Of All A1111

caolo settlement ol tins and other matters of disputewith Great Britain, and a convention was

signed at London on uctooer 20, 181H, by Albert
Gallatin, tne Minister to France, and Ricnard Kusli,
Ailmster to England, on tlie part ol tne United
states, and by Frederick Jotiu Robinson ami Henry
Goulbiirn, on behalf of Great Britain.
By this convention the rignts of dsnlng were restoredto the Americans so rar as related to the

north and east coasts of the Gulf of St. Lawrence,
the coast of Labrador and the Magdalen Islands;
nut oif the coasts of New Brunswick and Nova Bootu,mine Hay of Fundy and on the western and
southern coasts of the uulf of St. Lawrence Americanvessels were not to dsn wrtuih three miles of
the shore. Tne permission to drv and eure dsd on
the snores was restored on the same terms as bciore,
but exceptions were made as far as regards the territoriesor tne Hudson Bay Company.

l ite Commissioners ('L'nomas Barclay and John
Holmes) appointed under tne Treaty of Ghent to
settle the utio to me islands lu Passamaquoddy Bay
and the Bay ot Fundy nad decided on November 24,
1«17, that Moose Island, Dudley island and Frederick
Island belonged to the i ntted States, and that all
the other islands m Pagsamaquoddy Bay and the
Island of Grand Munan, m the Bay of Fundy, belongedto Great Britain. The running of tne line
through the .su Lawrence and i lie lakes, as pro.video for by tne same treatv, was also In progress(the decision 01 the commissioners, I'eter 1). Porter
lor the Lulled Slates and Anthony Barcisv for GreatBritain, was completed at Utica, N. v., on June Id,lffiftii; but the commission on the northeasternboundary had not yet been enabled to arrive at anyconclusion. *
~ By the convention which was now entered into It
was aiso derided that tne torty-ninth degree ofnorth latitnde should lie the boundary between theUnited states and British North America, from tne
Lane of tne Hoods to the Rocky Mountains. Tne
territory west of ihose mountain* (now Oregon and
Washington Termormm was m re niatu (or ten years

EBRUARY 6, 1872.-TRLPL]
in the Joint occupation oI both pari lea; m other
woMh, the liritisu fur Compauy, which alone bad
men any estabiisuments lu that remote region, was
not to he disturbed for that period. The cornmer.
ciai convention of 181& was likewise (as heretofore
stated) prolonged tor that period.
As the two governments had been uuable to agree

upon the true interpretation of the article In the
Treaty of Onent concerning slave- earned away,
under which a large amount was claimed in the way
of Indemnity, It was arranged In this convention to
reler it to a third Power. It was afterward agreed
upon to invite the mediation of the Kinperor of
Russia.
convention.mediation of the kml'kbob of

russia.1822 and 1824.
On the 22d of April, 1822, the Kinperor of Russia

made an uward upon the disputed matter just referredto, and defined tne nature of the claims upon
which he considered the United Status entitled to
recover, giving at the same time exceptional cases
In which he concluded ther were not untitled to
malm an indemnity, for the purpose of carrying
this award Into etfeot the Kmperor's good oitioes
were further evoked in training me articles of a
convention which shonld provide the mode of as-
certalmng the value or slaves and otner private
property under oouslderation. for this purpose the
timperor appointed Counts Nesselrode and Capo
I'lstrias to loin sir Charles Bagot, the British Amjussadorat St. Petersburg, and Henry Mlddieton,
united States Mtuister tnere, in the negotiation of a
reaty, which tnoy comoieted on the 12th July. 1822,
tud tho ratifications were exchanged on the loth or
lanuury loilowiug. Uy the terms or this convention
troltrators and ooiumisslonurs were to meet at Wash-
ngtou lor the purpose of ascertaining and uetermin-
ug me amount 01 lnuemuincutiou due to citizens or
tie United States, under tlie decision of the Kai»eror,and mo rules by which tuey were
o be governed in arriving at that decision.
Difficulties, however, having arisen in the execuionof this convention, and tne two nations being

lesirous to obviate tne same, Albert Gallatin, the
American Minister at London, and vviuiain Jlnsltlsonand Henry Unwln Addiagton, previously British
iliulster at Washington, met in London, and ou tne
;;th of November, 1828, agreed ou terms of settlenent,the ratnlcatlons of which were exchanged
^branr? 0, 1827. In accordanoe with the terms of
ills convention Oreat Britain was to pay SI,204.960
o tne United states to carry the deoisiou ot the
imperor of Russia into eifect, whicn sniu was to be
n full ol all claims under the convention.

OONVl NTION .NORTHWJUT HOUNDART.1827.
To prevent disputes arising between tue two govxnmentstu respect to tne territory ou the nortnvestoruboundttiy, west or the Rocky Mountains,

ifter the expiration of the teu years' Jolut ocoupa<lou,as agreed upon October 2), 1818, a new convenlonwas concluded between the two governments
it London (slguod August 6, 1827; ratification
sxchangod April 2, 1828, and proclaimed by the ProsdentMay 16, 1828). where it was negotiated ou the
oart of the United States by Albert Gallatin, and on
that or Great Britain by Charles Grant (after .vara
Lord Gleueig) add Henry Uuwiu Addingtou, in
which the time for joint occupation was lurther indefinitelyextended and continued in lorce, but terminableafter October 21, 1828, by a twelve months'
notice from either of the contracting parties.
Moliiiug, however, tu the convention was to be conitruedor in any mannor to aiTect the claims winch
ptiier of the contracting parties might have to any
i>urt ot the Rocky Mountains.
COMMERCIAL CONVENTION OP 1815 RRNEWKD.1827.
On the same day that the foregoing convention

was concluded (August 6, 1827), Messrs. Gallatin,
irautaud Addlngiou agreed upon a renewal of the
Commercial convention of July, 1815, which had
ittcrwards been renewed in October, 1819.
CONVENTION.SETTLEMENT OK NORTHEASTERN BOONPABY.1827.
On September 29, 1827 the tnree gentlemen above

mentioned, who negotiated the last two conventionsconcluded a third at London, September 29,
1827, the ratification aud proclamation of which
were made on the same days as were the previous
conventions. Tins was an agreoinent made lor the
reference to a lrlendly sovereign or power or any
misunderstanding mat mignt arise between the
conimlsslouers appointed under the provisions of
the filth artlolu of the Treaty of Gnent in relation to
cue northeastern boundary. It stipulated tiiat the
jvtdenoo in support of tne resDOctive claims should
>0 laid before tue arbitrator aud the nine in which
;ue Maine should be done, and declared that the deilsiouof ctio arbitrator suould be Uual.
In acoordauce wltn this convention this disputed

question was submitted to the arbitrament ol the
ling of the Netnerlauds, and the announcement of
lis decision was received soon after the adjournuontor Congress lu the spring: or 1831. Alining to
.site a middle course between the conflicting claims
>r tUe parties he gave satisfaction to neither; and
hough It seemed to have been his especial purpose
;o secure to each country what it most feared to
ose, he had marked out a dividing line, which, It
ivas agreed by both, there was nothing in the
reattes between them to jastiry. it was subseinenilyInsisted by the United States, with the acluiescencoot Ureat iirttaiu. that as the umpire had
lot llxed on the boundary which either party contendedwas right his decision was not binding. The
juesuon of tins boundary, therefore, remained as
insettled as over.
ASHI1URTON TREATY.NORTHEAST BOUNDARY, SLAVE
TRADE AND EXTRADITION OK CRIMINALS.1842.
More than ten years elapsed atter the unsattstactoryaward of the King ot the Netherlands belore the

dividing Hue between Maine aud the British
Provinces was placed In a lair way ror settlement;
and during tnat period the dispute arising tnererromtureaiened danger to the peaceful relations of
the two countries. It was, however, flnaliy agreed
to settle the same by a special treaty to be negotiatedat Wasuiugton. For this purpose tbe British
government Hout over Lord Ashburton on a special
mission, wnile me United States was represented by
Daniel Webster, then Secretary ot State; aud a
treaty was concluded and signed on August 9, 1842,
and ratified oy the United States Senate on the 22d
or tne same month. In audition to the settlement
of the long-disputed Northeastern bouudary question,the treaty also provided for tne dual suppressionor the slave trade, in furtherance of an
undertaking entered Into in the Treaty of Ghent,
uud for the giving up ol crlminuls, fugitives from
justice, in certulu cases. TUe bouudary hue as dually
decided upou t«. some oxient followed the line
marked by tne surveyors ot tne two governments in
1817 aud 1818, aud decided upon by the commissionersappointed under the sixth article of
the Treaty of Ghent, and as thus settled nas become
the definite boundary between the territories of the
two countries.
The provisions for the suppression of the slave

trade stipulated ror mo maintenance by eacli nation
on the coast of Africa of an adequate naval lorce,
carrying tu all utn tess than eighty guns, ''loenrorce,
separately and respectively, the laws, rights, and
obligations of eacu of the two countries for the suppressionof the slave trade," but the said squadrons,
IIIUUKII avuu^ IU I'uuuvib auu cu-uticiuutc, ncic IU

be Independent of eacn otuor. The two government!*also undertook to unite in remonstrance with
otnor powers witliln whose dominions a market was
found tor slaves.
TREATY.BOUNDARY BETWEEN OREGON AND THE

BRITISH POSSESSIONS ON THE PACIFIC.1848.
The vast territory in the Northwest, between the

Rocky .Mountains and the Pacific coast, had, when
J'olk became President In 1845, been lor some time a
subject ol dispute between the United Slates and
Great Britain. In the conveutlon of 1818 it was decided
that oach country should mutually enjoy the bays
and haroors on that coast lor ten years, winch arrangementwas, in 1827, lndeilmtciy prolonged, subjectto Its being rescinded by a twelve mouths' notice
lroiu either party. The territory in dispute extended
rrom the narullel ol lorty-two degrees to that of
llity-four degrees forty minutes north latitude. CaptainGrey, of Boston, entered the month of the ColumbiaKtver In 17D2, and Captains Lewis and Clarke
explored that region, lrom tiio Rocky Mountains
westward, in l*i»4 and isoe. in 1811 tue late J. J.
Astor established a trading station at the mouth of
the Columbia, now known as Astoria. The United
States claimed me wtiole oi tnc territory, under the
discovery ot Captain Grey, In accordance with the
British doctrine that the entrance of a vessel or a
civilized nation in the mouth oi a river gave title by
the right Of discovery to tnc territory watered by
that river and its tributaries; and the discovery of
Capiiuti Grey iu 17u2 was not disputed, but the
cairn was not admitted by Great Britain.
Repeated eitoris had been made by the United

States lor An amicable division of the disputed territoryupon tne oasis ol tUe parallel of forty-nine degrees(the parallel of tne dividing line of the two
countries between tne Lake ol the Woods and tne
Rocky Mountains), and a proposition to that effect
was pending when Mr. Polk became President. Underttiese circumstances he, in July, ls46, repeated
the offer which had already been declined by Great
Britain, though he asserted in his inaugural addressthat wn had a just claim to the
entire territory; and, us the line would divide Vancouver'sIsland, lie oiTcred to ureal Britain, In addition,the tree use or the ports ou the sotunern end
01 that island. The otTcr, however, Demg rejected
by me British Minister, without even reierriug it to
his government, was withdrawn, with the Intimationthat it would not be renewed nor would any
lurther proposition be made. After this the Brltisn
government proposed arbitration, which the Presidentdeclined, as ue said It might lead to the dividingline being fixed soutn of tnc forty-ninth parallel.i he next step was for the Senate to pass a resolutionadvising the President to give twelve months'
notice, in accordance with the simulations of the
Convention, to terminate tne joint occupation,
which was accordingly done. This led the British
government to desire a repetition of the President's
orrer, whicn they sought through Mr. McLane, our
Minister at London; out Mr. Polk declined to do so,
stating that he could not now authorize a treaty oa
the same basis, and that be would accept
nothing less than the whole territory, unless the
Senate should determine otherwise. Mr. McLauo
was, however, empowered to receive and transmi t
to ids government any proposition widen Lord
Aberdeen might feel Inclined to make, but on no
condition were negotiations to be translerred to
1/ondon. on viar i>, lstrt, Lord Aberdeen informed
Mr. McLane that the British government had decidedupon a Droposal for the partition of the disputedterritory, widen proposal would be transmit-
ted by the next steamer to Mr. Pakciiham, the
British Minister in Washington, for submission to
the President.
This proposal was received by our government,

aDd on the loth of the same month it was transmittedby the President to the Wenatc with tnc requestlor their advice in tne matter; and two davs
later a resolution was adopted advising Its acceptance,and in lour davs more the treaty whs laid beforethe Senate for its approval ami was ratified on
the isto of Juuo (ls4'l) in the precise lorni or tue
British proposal.
The treat*, waich bears date June 15, and the ratificationsor winch were exchanged at Lonaou on

the 17tii of July, was signed by James nuchanan,
then Becrelary of Mate, and diehard Pakonnam,
the British Minister at Washington. IHnecide.s that
the forty-ninth parallel of north latitude, as the dividingline between the territories of the two countries,should be oontinucd westward from the Kocky
Mountains -totfre middle of the channel which separatesthe Contlneut from Vancouver's Island, and
Ueuce southern through the middle of said chau-

E SHEET.
nel. and of Puca H'.ralts to the Pacific Ocean,"
with the provision "mat the navigation of the whole
or the said cuaunei and strans, south of the lortynlntbparallel of north longitude, remain tree and
open to both parUs." It will thus be s-en that bp
this treaty Great Britain obtained the whole or Vancouver'sisland. The disputed possession of the
Island of saa Juan, which la now to be settled,
arises from a disagreement as to which of two channelsIs intended by tuc treaty. A treaty, concluded
In lsea, provided tor the purchaae of tne rights
here named.

POSTAL CONVENTION .18-1S.
A postal convention was negotiated between the

two countries and concluded aL London December
15, 1848, when It was signed by George Bancroft.
United titates Mimsrer, ou behalf oi his government,and o.v Lord Paimerston, t^en Secretary lor
Foreign Affairs in the British government, and the
ratlhoatlons were exchanged at the same place on
January 26, 1849. This convention regulated the
charges to oe made on all letters and other postal
matter passing between the two countries, the
transmission oi closed malls through the respective
WUUbllCS BUU IUO BUU lO^UlUMUUil IU1 IIJdllB

passing through the respective countries for other
Powers. It was to exist lor an indefinite period,
but terinluubie by twelve months' notice trom either
side.
Additional articles to this convention were agreed

upon in 1840, 1852, 1853, 1858, 1858, 185V, I860, 1882,
1883, 1864 and 1885; aud in 1887 an entirely new
convention, providing for reduced postage and increasedfacilities, was concluded, fnis Tatter will
lie found in its proper place in this present paper.
rilUATY (OLAYTON-tlULWKK).SHIP CANAL BETWEEN

ATLANTIC AND PACIP1C.1850.
On April 10, 1850, a treaty was concluded at WashInztonbetween Mr. Clayton. Secretary ol State, and

Sir Henry Lytton liutwer, the imtlsh Minister, relatingto any communications, by ship oanai, which
may be effected between the Atlantic and Paulllc
uceans, by wat of tne river San Juan do Nicaragua
snd euuer or both of the two lakes oi Nicaragua
and Managua, to any port or place on the Pacific
Licean. The ratifications of this treaty (known as
the Ciavtou-Uuiwer Treaty) were exonanged at
Washington on July 4 ol the same year. By the
terms ol the treaty neither Power was either ever to
jutain or maintain Tor itself any exclusive
mntrol over the said canal, nor erect nor
maintain any fortlticatlons commanding tne
laine, or assume or exercise anv dominion
ovor Nicaragua, Costa Kica, the Mosquito
soast, or auy port or Central America. In case or
war vessels of either Power traversing the said
tanal were to bo exempted irom blockade, detentionor capture br either of the belligerents
within a certain distance of the two ends ol the
;unal, whicn was alierwurds to be agreed upon.
L'tiere were also otner stipulations with regard to
the construction aud operation of the said canal,
ind to the protection of any other practical coinmunicatious,whether by canal or railway, across
the Isthmus winch connects North and south
America, especially the then proposed railways by
the way of Tetiuaniepec and Panama.
CONVENTION FOR SETTLEMENT OF CLAIMS.1863-4.
On February 8, 1853, a convention was concluded

and signed at London, Djr Joseph H. lngersoll on
behalf ol the United States, aud Lord Jonn Russell
on the part of Great Britain, tor the settlement of
pending olaims against the respeotlve governments,
by corporations and individuals of each country.
By the terms or this convention no claims were admissiblearising oat of any transactions of a date

Brior to tbat upon which was signed tne Treaty or
tieut, in 1814. For the Investigation and settlement

ol tlie claims a commissioner named by eacn party
and an umpire chosen by them wore to meet In
London, and their decision was to be considered as
absolutely hnal and conclusive^ The claims were to
be presented to the Commissioners within six
months o( their flrst meeting, and uie decision was
to be made within one year iroin that date; and the
payment of the awards was to lie made by the respectivegovernments within twelve months alter
tne date or such decision.
By a supplementary convention, conclnded and

Bigned at Washington, July 17, 1H64, by William L.
Marcy, Secretary o( State, and Joan P. Crampton,
British Miuister, the termination ol the Commission
was extended for a period not exceeding four
months irom the 15th or September proximo.

KEUimOCITV TKKATY, KI8I1KIUKS, K10..1854.
The next treaty coacluded between our governmentand Oreat Britain was the important one ror

the establishment of reciprocal rree commerce with
tne British provinces aud lor better regulating the
hshories on the coast 01' British North America, litis
treaty was negotiated at Washington by William L.
Marcy, Seoretary or State, ou behuir or the United
mates, and the Earl ot Elgin, Governor Ueuerul or
Canada, on tho part or Great Britain; It was signed
June 5, 1864, and tne ratifications were exchanged
at the same place on the Bth or September following.In accordance with the terms or this treaty
American fishermen were to have, in addition to
the privileges secured to them by the convention or
1818, the liberty, In common with British suojects,
"to take llsh or every kind, except shell fish, -on the
sea coast aud snores, aud in the bays, harbors and
creeks or Canada, New Brunswlok, Nova Scotia,
Prince Edward Island, and or the several Islands
thereunto adjacent, without being restricted to any
distance from tne shore, with permission to lanu
upon the coast and snores or those colonies and the
Islands tnereor, and also or the Magdalen Islands,
for the purpose or drying tuelr nets and caring their
fish," but la so dolug they were not to lnterlere
with the rights or private property or with British
fishermen in the peaceable use of any part ol the
said coast 111 tneir occuDaucy for the same purpose.This liberty, however, was to apply solely to
sea fishery, as tne salmon and shad and all
other flsneries in rivers and at their mouths were
reserved exclusively lor British flstiermen.

tin the other hand British subjects were to have,
"In common with the citizens ol ihe Untied states,
tho liberty to take llsh of every kind, except shell
llsh, on the eastern sea coasts and shores or the
United States, north ol the thirty-sixth parallel of
north latitude, aud on the shores or the several
islands thereunto adjacent, and in the bays, harborsand creeks or the said sea coast and snores of
the United States, and ot the said islands, without
being restricted to any distance lrom the shore,"
with permission to dry and cure llsh similar to that
accorded to American fishermen, as aoove stated,
and wltn the same reservation as to salmon, shad
and other fresh water fisherlea
A commissioner appointed by each party, with an

umpire, were to examine the coasts compi Ised in
t lie.se regulations, and to uesiguaie me piaces reservedfrom tlie common rlgnt or ffsiung.
THe conditions for toe estaolishment of free commercewere that certain enumerated articles,

twenty-elgnt in number, being the growth and produceot the United States or of tne British (>roviucesmentioned, should be admitted into each
country respectively free or duty, these articles
being animal, vegetable and mineral productions,
unmanufactured.
American citizens were to have the right to navigatethe St. Lawrence aud the Canadian canals

communicating between the great lakes and tne
Atlantic ocean, on the same terms as British subjects,but the British government retained the rlgnt
of suspending this privilege on giving due notice,
In which case the United Siutes was to have the
right, if tt thougnt proper, of suspending the operationof the article respecting the tree Importation of
products, so far as the province or Canada might »e
affected thereby, and for so long as the suspension
or the iree navigation of the st. Lawrence or tue
canals might continue, ana while such free navigationwas accorded to the Americans the right to
freely navigate Lake Michigan was to be granted to
British subjects; and the government of the United
states engaged to urge on the .state governments
the securing to British subjects the use of me
several state canals on terms ol equality with inhabitantsof the United States.
Tue stipulations of this treaty were to be extendedto the island ol Newfoundland, mo far as

they were applicable to that colony, and subject to
certain legislative regulations; wnile it was agreed
that ail timber floated down the river st. John from
Maine should not be subject to export duty, when
shipped to the United Slates from tne province of
New Brunswick.
The provisions of the treaty were to take effect as

soon as the necessary legislation had been completed,and ilie treaty was to remain la force lor
ten years, and lurtner until the expiration of twelve
mouths alter notice was given by either purty to tne
other of its wish to terminate the same: but sucn
stipulation was not to affect the right or temporarilysuspending the navigation ol the St. Lawrence,
.tn mill or enrrving into effect the contingent regu-
lations.
Tins treaty was proclaimed by the President ou

March 10, 1*05, on wnich date it came into operation.lieiore lie expiration of ten years lroui that
time ajolnt resolution ol congress, approved JanuaryIK. 1806, declared that, it being no longer for trie
beneflt of tlie United Stales to continue tne same,
notice be given for its termination, ami that the
President oe charged to communicate such notice
to tne British government, and in consequence of
this notice the operation of the treaty was terminatedin the following year.
TREATY FOR THIS SUPPRKS8ION OF THK AFRICAN

SLAVIC TKADK, 1862.
on April 7, 1802, a treaty for the more effectual

suppression of tne African slave trade was concludedana signed at Washington oy W. H. Seward,
Secretary or state, and Lord Lyons. Brittsn Minister,the ratifications of wnlch were exchanged at
London oa the 26th of Mar and the treaty proclaimedby the President on the otti of June follow"f'y

the terms of this treaty It was agreed that certainwar vessels of each nation might visit merchantvessels of the other, reasonably suspected of
engaging in tne stave trade, and it defined the mannerin wnlch the reciprocal right of search should
be exercised and the mode of procedure In cases of
seizure. It whs also provided that losses ov wrongfuldetention should be made good b.v
each nation and that throe mixed courts
should be established at Sierra Leone, the
Cape of Hood Hope and New York, with
tne right of changing the locale of such courts.
The treaty lurther defined the jurisdiction or these
courts, from wnlch there was no appeal, and declaredthat officers committing wrongful acts were
to be punished, and thai the equipment of vessels
sliould be prima facie evidence ol their being engagedIn the slave trade and rendering them liable
to seizure; and that condemned vessels sliould be
broken up and the owners, officers and crew punished,and tne negroes found on board such vessels
should he declared free ami placed at the disposal
of the capturing government.
By an additional article, concluded February 17,

1*03, proclaimed April 22, it was agreed that the
right ol search anu detention of certain vessels
might be increased within thirty leagues ol Madagascar,Porto Rico and .St. Donnngo.

In tne appropriation act passed in the third sessionot the Fortieth Congress (in69j the President
was requested to apply to the British government
to nut an end to that part or this treaty which requiredeach government to keep up mixed courts,
and on June s, isto, an additional convention was
concluded, the ratifications of which were exchangedAugust 10, and the same proclaimed Septemberie, of that year, by wnk h the original treaty
was so modified that the mixed courts should cease
and their InrkwlioiMM should be m future exer-

clued bv the Prtre Courts of either oountrr, end fh*
mode of procedure therein out! appeal thereiroa
were defined.
tkea.tt for thh pinal hicttl1mbnt op pro
CLAIMS OP TUN 11UPSON BAY COMPANY AND TUM
PUUJCT SOUND AGRICULTURAL COMPANY.IBffL
The setUeineiu 01 itie claims specified in the

treaty of Jane 16. 1849, was agreed upon i»jr at real#
concluded and mgneu at Washington on July 1,
18611, by W. H. Seward, Secretary of Slate, and Lord
Lyons. British Minister, wnicu was ratified by Hie
senate on Marca 2, 1864. and proclaimed by the
President on me 5th ot the same montn. In acooruaucewith the terms of this treaty Commissionerswere 10 be appointed and meet at Washingtonfor the settlement of the claims of the two
companies above specified, such Commissioners so
appoint an umpire, or, if nuaoie to agree, one to bo

*

appointed by the King of Italy. The decision of thus
commission was to be final, and the award to oo
paid by two equal annual instalments. This award
was made ou September 10, 1809, when It was determinedmat the United States should pav $650,000 im
gold in full sulisiaction oi all lue possessory rlgntM
and claims of the Hudson liar Company and the PagetSound Agricultural Company.

POSTAL CONVKNTIONS.1807-9.
On June 18, 1807, a new postal convention wad

concluded between the two countries, negotiated M
London oy tne Duke of Montrose, Postmaster Oea»
eral oi Croat Britain, aud Mr. John A. Kaasou.
special Commissioner for the United States. Tata
convention, which was ratified by tbe President
July 8, placed the postal communications between
the two countries on a very liberal basis, reduced
the minimum letter postage to twelve cents, providedlor tue registration of letters aud for the
transmission oi packer ol books, engravings,smmb-
plus or seeds aau otuer merclittudi.se, &c.. tne conventionbeing termluable by a year's uouce on
eltuer side.
Au additional convention whs concluded between

the Postmasters Ueueral or tlie two countries and
sinned at Loudon and Wasiuugton respectively on
July 18 and au ;ust u. 18i>8, for regulating the exchangeor mails between ttie United States ana Uta
East ludiuu possessions 01 Ureat urltiuu.
A furmer convention was also signed at Loaded

November 7, and at W ashington November lit, 1868,
by Lite respective Postmasters Ueueral, wutcii providedthat at tlte end ot u year a lurtuer leductiou
or postage suould be considered, and wulcMuiproved
tlie details and regulations lor ilie transmission *f
mails passing betweon or ttirougu tue two countries.
And by an additional convention, signed in W«>ltlngtouDecember 3, by Jonn A. Creswell, Postmaster
Ueueral or tne United States, -and in Loudua
December 14, 180«, uv Lord Darlington, Hritlstt
Postmaster Ueueral, a reduction in the postage oft
totters was made to six cents lor tne single rate.
We may here state that negotiations nra at presenttu progress to establish a system or mouey

orders similar to tnat which now obtains betweea
this country aud Switzerland.
JOliNSON-CLAKkNUON TUKATY KOK SK 1TI.KUKNT Of

THH SAN JUAN DiyFlCULTY.180J.(Bl. Ilkreuj.
In consequence or the dispute as to wiilu. or tfcd

two channels passing between Vancouver Island
aud tbe continent is intended by tbe treaty ol 1*40,
ban Juan aud otber smaller islands or tne liar*
archipelago nave for many years been olaltnea ay
both nations. An attempt to settle the dliUcuity wan
made in 1857 by Joint Comiuissiouets sent to mm
spot, but without avail, as they were uuablo te
agree as to the boundary channel. Alter this a cor.
re8pondeuce was entered into between the twogavernuientatending toward au adjustment of tne uidlculty,when, on December 10, 18tiU, Lord Lyons.
British Minister at Wastungton, wrote to Mr. case.
Secretary ol State, proposing tnat the question
should be lett to the arbitration of eltner Deiglum,Denmark, or the Swiss lepublic : but
owing to tiie commencement ot our civil war Mm
matter was lett in abeyance. Borne time alter the
close or the war, and when the negotiations upon
the Alabama question uad apparently terminated
inurt'a/oiiniiv Mr. SeurHra. on Jsnuarv 13. 1808. In-
Btructcd Mr. Adams to suggest to Lord Stanley,
tticu lirltisu Foreign Secretary, tnat a confcienoo
should lake place In which Hie Alabama claims,
the san Juan uuestion and the nshorlos snould be
considered together; and in the loliowing Moron
Mr. Seward proposed to Mr. Thornton to take up
the DroDosal made by Lord Lyons to Mr. uass, and
refer the adjustment of tue sau Juan question to
Switzerland, and instructions to that effeot
were given to Mr. lieverdy Johnson in
July, upon his proceeding as Minister to London.
The negotiation resulted in a protocol being signed
by Lord Stanley and Mr. Johnson in London on Ootober17, 18»8, by which It was agreed that nemo
friendly sovereign or state selected br the two governments,witmn three mouths alter the ratideation
of a convention, was to decide, ir possible, upon th«
boundary line inteuded by tne treaty, and ir tnat
Hue could not be formed theu to lay down an equitableline. This was uccepted by our government,
with the exception that the President of Switzerlandshould be named as arbitrator, to which Lord
Stanley agreed; and on January 14, 1889, the protocolwas chauued Into a convention and signed ac.
London by Mr. Keverdy Johnson and Lord Clarendon,who had then succeeded to the British Forelgm
onice. This treaty was, uowever, afterwards rejectedby the United Slates senate.
JOHNSON-CLARENDON TREAT? FOR TUK SETn.KMKNT

OF THE ALABAMA CLAIMS.1869.(KKJKCTRO.)
W hen Lord Stanley became British Secretary of

State lor Foreign Allaire, iu 1866, he expressed te
the British Minister at Washington that he was prepared,providing the two governments could agree
upon an arbitrator and upon the points to be submittedto lum, to rerer the Aiubama claims to arbitration;which was a step towards their settlement,
as tus predecessor, Fan Kusseii, hud denied ine liability01 tircal Britain aud declined to reicr the
claims to any commission. However, after a long
correspondence, no arrangement was come to, ana
all negotiations on the subject had ceased when Mr.
Keverdy Johnson reached London, in August, 1868.
That gentleman immediately opened liegoiiauona
with Lord Stanley, which were carried on simultaneouslywith those upon the san Juan question, and
proposed a Joint commission, to wnich i.oru Stanley
agreed, suggesting tne King of 1'russla and tbo
President or Switzerland as arbitrators, which
suggestion, however, Mr. Seward would not accept.
Aucr this, on November iu, 1868, Mn Johnson and
Lord Stanley agreed upon a convention, according
to which the Alabama claims were to be relet red to
lour commissioners (two to be appointed by each
government); and if tuey were unable to come to
a unanimous decision tne subject should be left to
the settlement uy tno sovereign of some incudiy
Power. In addition to this a majority of the commissionerswere to settle all other claims, aud the
commissioners and arbitrators were to have submittedto tliern all the omcial correspondence on
any claim or class oi claims that had taken place
between the two governments.
But this convention was not accepted by our government;and, consequently, the negotiations wen

renewed, but with Lord Clarendon lu place of aud
as the successor to Lord Stanley; and ou January
14, 1869 (the day upou which the San Juan treaty
was signed), tuey concluded aud signed a treaty
founded upou the claims convention of 1853. By
the terms or this treaty "every cluim upon either
governmeut arising out of auy transaction of a data
prior .to the exchange of railllcatlous" was to bo
considered lully and dually settled by the result or
the uroceedings of a commission appointed under
tins convention. Three commissioners, appointed bjr
the two governments, were to choose au arbitrator;
but, in the eveut o. a lailure to agree, the arbitrator
was to be determined br lot out of two persona
named by each si te. As it was considered thai tins
treaty did noi meet the full deuiuuds ol tins country
against- Great Britain It was rejected by the .-senate
011 April 13, lseo, only one vole being cast in its
lavor.
CONVENTION IN REGARD TO RIGHTS OF NATURAIr

l/.KD CITIZENS.1870.
On Mar 13, 1870, a convention was concluded and

signt-d in Loiidou by Mr. John Lotnrop Motley, our
Minister to Great Britain, and the Earl of Claiend'm,and proclaimed by the President, September
10, 1870, which has for Its object the regulation of
thu citizenship oi citizens of (he United mates who
have emigrated or who may emigrate to our shores
from the British dominions, and the tlnal settlement
of a question that, from the establishment or our independence,has been a matter ol grave uitliouliy
between the two countries. By this eouventlou
citizens oi either country naturalized as wtiIzeus or subjects ol the other are to be
treated as citizens or subjects of suon
country. It also provides that citizens of the
United States who have become naturalized as
British subjects shall be at liberty to renounce their
naturalization and resume their nationality as citiizens oi the United States, provided that such reinuiiclatiou t>e publicly declared within two years
after the exchange of ratifications of the present
convention; and in me same manner British subjectswho have become citizens or the United mates
may renounce thoir allegiance to the latter and resumetheir British naiionallty. And It further providesthat citizens or suDjects ot one country naturalizedIn the other and renewing their residence
in their original comitry, may be restored to the
privileges or citizenship tuereln; and the other
country cau In such case make no claim upon them
on account of naturalization.

THE TREATY OK WASHINGTON OF 1871
was the next and is tne last Important compact
between ourselves and Great Britain. With it our
rnjilara ore Mill v iirfitialntpd. as It has Mean the sub.

ject ol newspaper comment ever since it was decidedupon. It was the .great diplumatlc event of
the year, its importance even exceeding that of the
treaty wnich terminated the Franco-German war.
It was the result or careiui deliberations and rantualconcessions. Should the bonds of amity,
which, metaphorically speaking, it was presumed
toiorge, be now broken, It will give us another
verification of the celebrated French adage, "Man
proposes, but God disposes."

LIGHT WANTED ABOUT THE SPARKLING
DIAMOND FIELDS.

Towanda, Pa., Pen. ?, Wi.
Til TIIR EltlTOK OF the HKKACD:.
Will you please inform a large circle of your readersas to the most feasible route to the African diamondfields, the probable time required lo reach

Graff Keluet, South Africa, by water, the cost oC

passage, Ac. ? As the reports upon tnis subject
which have come under general observation have
been ex parte your answer to these queries win lie
read with a lively interest by hundreds who are

now on the "anxious scat," or are fondly "dreamingof days to come," when, perchance, tuey uiay
by a Incky stroke ol the pick nncarth one ol those
106-carat sparklers, or some "lesser light," whose
beams may light up and radiate their subsequent
path of life, banish Its tnurns and strew it with
flowers of perpetual bloom. Awaiting, Ac.,

P. II. EMMONS.

A stroug effort is to be made to relieve ex-^natop
David L. Yuiee, ol Florida, lrom the disabilities
which prevent his entrance to the isenato or (ha
United States. At the coming election ho will bee
candidate lor Senator


